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SUBJECT:OPIUM PRODUCTION IN BEKAA VALLEY 

REFERENCE: DAMASCUS 2715 

1 . DR. CHARLES SIMKINS, WHO UNTIL LAST YEAR RAN THE 
UNFDAC CROP SUBSTITUTION PROJECT IN THE BEKAA VALLEY, 

PROVIDED THE DEPARTMENT THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL INFORMA- 
TION ON OPIUM GROWING IN THE VALLEY. INITIALLY FIVE OR 

SIX FARMERS, USING TURKISH LABORERS, ENGAGED IN POPPY 
GROWING. THIS PAST DECEMBER HE WAS INFORMED THAT YIELDS 
AND PRICES WERE GOOD (PRICES REVEIVED WERE HIGHER THAN 
THAT RECEIVED BY PAKISTANI FARMERS) AND THEREFORE HE 
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ASSUMES PRODUCTION WILL EXPAND. GROWING WAS CENTERED NEAR 
THE TOWN OF SHMISTAR (APPROXIMATE COORDINATES 34 DEGREES 
LATITUDE BY 36 DEGREES LONGITUDE). THERE ARE A FEW 
FAMILITIES IN BAALABAAK WHICH PROCESS OPIUM INTO HEROIN. 

2. SIMKINS ALSO REPORTS THAT SYRIAN SOLDIERS WERE INVOLVED 
IN HASHISH TRAFFIC AND MIGHT ALSO BE MOVING OPIUM. 
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3. ONE OF SIMKINS' FORMER COLLEAGUES, ABULI YASBEK SHOULD 
BE ABLE TO PROVIDE UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION. YASBEK LIVES 
IN THE AREA AT HOUCHRAFKA AND IS CONNECTED WITH THE "GREEN 
PLAN." YASBEK TRAVELS FREQUENTLY TO DAMASCUS AND CAN BE 
CONTACTED THROUGH A MR. SOGAYA. THE AGRICULTURAL REPRESEN- 
TATIVE AT THE UNDP RESREPS OFFICE. 

VANCE 
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